
 

 

This week the students of HCSD competed in the annual district reading fair. It was a pleasure 

to see all the reading boards that displayed information on the books the students had enjoyed. 

It was obvious from the displays and from talking with the students that they all had a true 

passion for literacy. We want this to be true for all of our students, and developing that love of 

reading starts at home with very young children. Take a look at these amazing reading 

statistics, and please share with parents of young children! 

 

1. Having books in the home is twice as important as the father’s education level. Research in 

Social Stratification and Mobility, 2010 

2. The single most significant factor influencing a child’s early educational success is an 

introduction to books and being read to at home prior to beginning school. National 

Commission on Reading, 1985 

3. The only behavior measure that correlates significantly with reading scores is the number of 

books in the home. The Literacy Crisis: False Claims, Real Solutions, 1998. 

4. Children who struggle in vain with reading in the first grade soon decide that they neither 

like nor want to read. Juel, 1998 

5. Two-thirds of students who cannot read proficiently by the end of the 4th grade will end up 

in jail or on welfare. BegintoRead.com 

6. 80% of preschool and after-school programs serving low-income populations have no age-

appropriate books for their children. Neuman, Susan B., et al. Access for All: Closing the 

Book Gap for Children in Early Education. Newark, DE: International Reading Association, 

2001, p. 3. 

7. Out-of-school reading habits of students has shown that even 15 minutes a day of 

independent reading can expose students to more than a million words of text in a 

year. Anderson, Wilson, & Fielding, 1988 

8. A single, brief exposure to good reading material can result in a clear increase in 

enthusiasm for reading.  Ramos and Krashen, 1998; Cho and Krashen, 2002 
Source: http://berniesbookbank.org/18facts/ 
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